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Washington -- U.S. Rep. John W. Olver (D-MA) announced today that,                after a two-day presidential advisory committee meeting, the Connecticut                River is getting serious consideration for an American Heritage                River Designation. The presidential advisory board met early this                week to work on narrowing 126 applications down to 20. The board                plans to meet again next month to make the cut to 20 based on the                rivers' historical importance, community support and development                plans. The designation program was announced last year by President                Clinton in an effort to provide innovative ways to protect the environment                and redevelop local communities.              

"After hearing details of the meeting, I am confident that we have                one of the strongest proposals," Olver said. "The American Heritage                River Designation is a great program, and if the Connecticut River                received a designation, it would be a big boost to the development                initiatives many of us in the Pioneer Valley have been working on                for years."              

"The designation would provide significant resources for us to                continue our efforts to clean-up brownfields, improve access and                land conservation along the river, build new river walks and bike                trails, and protect biodiversity -- plus it would be great for tourism                 development," remarked Olver.              

In addition to national historical recognition, the American Heritage                River Designation ensures priority assistance from various federal                agencies. Types of assistance might include, for example ,                funding from the Department of Housing and Urban Development or                Transportation to build river-front projects; guaranteed SBA low-interest                loans for construction projects around the river; and/or assistance                from the EPA to assess and provide solutions for pollutants to the                river.              

In 1994, Rep. Olver first spoke with Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt                about the importance of such designations, as well as the vast importance                of the Connecticut River to local communities. Olver shared with                Babbit the history of settlements along the river going back more                than 350 years, with Historic Deerfield serving as a cornerstone                for early life in the Valley. Olver also spoke of how the city of                Holyoke, with its canals to harness the power of the river, was                one of the first planned industrial communities in the nation.              

"The Connecticut River meets all of the criteria laid out by the                Clinton Administration and truly deserves this type of designation,"                Olver said.              

The Connecticut River designation has received support from 13                regional planning commissions, nonprofit land trusts, local conservation                and historic preservation groups, as well as urban revitalization                organizations.             
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